Length-weight relationship (LWR) and length-length relationship (LLR) were estimated for six species of ponyfishes captured in the Persian Gulf, Iran. The LWRs indicated isometric growth in ornate ponyfish (Equulites lineolatus), common ponyfish (Leiognathus equulus) and deep pugnose ponyfish (Secutor ruconius) species, positive allometric growth in striped ponyfish (Aurigequula fasciata) and negative allometric growth in decorated ponyfish (Nuchequula gerreoides) and orangefin ponyfish (Photopectoralis bindus). LWR and LLR parameters for one of the species (E. lineolatus) are given for the first time. The relationships between TL, FL and SL were all linear and highly correlated (for all cases: r 2 > 0.97).
INTRODUCTION
Leiognathidae species, commonly known as ponyfishes or slipmouths, are small bioluminescent, schooling fishes common in near-shore and estuarine in Indo-Pacific waters (McFall-Ngai and Dunlap, 1983; Woodland et al., 2001) . Except common ponyfish Leiognathus equulus which is relatively big in size and is commercially valuable, other ponyfish species in the Persian Gulf are small in body size and they are usually caught as by-catch in trawl or weir nets, and generally used for fishmeal production. Length-weight relationship (LWR) and length-length relationship (LLR) parameters have basic uses in fish stock assessment and fisheries management (Froese, 2006) . For the Persian Gulf noncommercial species, the number of such studies is very limited Zare et al., 2013) and there are no previous reports for LWR or LLR relationships in ponyfish species from the Persian Gulf. This paper provides the first published reference of the length-weight and length-length relationships for ornate ponyfish (Equulites lineolatus) and also the first report for other five ponyfish species from the Persian Gulf.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Fish specimens were captured from the northern coast of the Persian Gulf in the Strait of Hormuz. Totally, 859 specimens were collected between autumn 2013 and winter 2014 by shrimp beam trawl and weirs nets as by-catch. All specimens were identified to species level according to Mansor et al. (1998) and Woodland et al. (2001) , and rechecked against FishBase (Froese and Pauly, 2014) . Total length (TL), standard length (SL) and fork length (FL) were measured to the nearest 0.01 mm with a digital caliper. Weights (W) were measured to the nearest 0.01 g with an electronic balance. Specimens were catalogued and deposited in the Aquatic Animal collection of Tarbiat Modares University. For visual inspection of outliers, log-log plots of length and weight values were performed and only extreme outliers attributed to data error were omitted from analyses (Froese, 2006) . Linear regression applied for LLR estimation including SL vs. TL; SL vs. FL; and TL vs. FL relationships (Hossain et al., 2006) . The LWR was calculated by applying the exponential regression equation W = a L b , where W is the total weight (g), L is the total length (cm), a the intercept and b http://dx.doi.org/10.14798/73.2.800 the slope of log-transformed linear regression (Bagenal and Tesch, 1978) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
LWRs of the six species from the Leiognathidae family are given in Table 2 . Length-length relationship (Y = a + b X) comparisons of total length (TL), fork length (FL) and standard length (SL) of six ponyfish species in the Strait of Hormuz, Persian Gulf, Iran studied here are also available in the fishbase (Froese and Pauly, 2014 
